
BY THE PEOPLE--a project designed to catalyse local tv program origination

The situation for community cable in Saugerties is as follows :

Vidi-Com cable system in Saugerties is owned by a man who
lives in Liberty, N .Y . In Liberty, through the local schools, he is
developing the system for local origination . For $10,000 .00
the cable owner is proposing that the Saugerties schools
"buy" a head-end for which Vidi-Com will provide maintenance.
The schools, however, cannot afford the investment at this
time (though independently they have raised money to pur-
chase 1/2" studio equipment which they use primarily for
taping programs off-air for playback in the classroom) .

Aside from this offer to the schools no plans are being made
at present to provide Saugerties with the necessary equipment
for local origination. though the town will have 3500 sub-
cribers shortly . Recently, the FCC has gone on record to
accommodate cable stations in existence prior to the 1972
3500 ruling by granting them a moratorium on implementa-
tion of the ruling until 1977 . (Saugerties presently has 12
channels used entirely for importation of distant signals with
considerable redundancy .)

At present, therefore, it is up to the students who worked on
the project and interested Saugerties citizens who have
gathered together as a result of this recent experiment (see
article printed above) to form an organization (which they
are doing) which goes on record as having the interest,
talent, desire to help a local origination project in the town
become a meaningful experience for the town . There is no legal
imperative hanging over the cable owners head to implement
local origination before 1977 . It is a matter then of con-
vincing the cable owner that the inevitable investment, if
made at this time, would be beneficial because of the present
goodwill and ripe energies of this new organization to help
raise revenue from within the town in support of a local
station .

Furthermore, the students have permission to use the school's
equipment on a limited basis . They can make good use of that
loan in stimulating local support by creating programming of
interest to the community and playing it back through the
head-end on channel 3, one of the redundant channels
(both the local cable manager in Saugerties, and the Liberty
owner, who has just learned of the recent experiment, have
agreed to this) .

Note: The State Cable Commission recently required Saugerties
Vidi-Com to file a routine renewal application with them out-
lining any present plans, or reporting on present service to date .
The Commission also called on citizens of the area the cable
system serves to file any comments, objections, etc., they
might have with Vidi-Com service . The Saugerties group
(which has not yet legally organized) filed a letter with the


	page 1

