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Saugerties Area TV

Presents First Program

SAUGERTIES

As previously reported. in
March of this year-a group
of students from Saugerties
High School began an ex-
periment to create a local
group in Saugerties. Using
portable videotape
equipment, which is low-
cust (compared to studio TV
equipment), and flexible (it
is battery run and light
enough to carry on your
shoulder, with instant
picture and sound) the
group set out to discover its
town. In the few short
months the experiment
lasted the group covered
local events such as the
Easter Egg Hunt and the
Saugerties Environmental
Clean-up Campaign; some
local shops such as a bake
shop and a barber shop;
people on the street; a
pottery class; people in
their homes.

This coming Thursday
evening, July 12 at 7 p.m. on
Channel 3, the group which
has named itself Saugerties
Area Television (SATV),
will present a 36 minute edit
from the 12 hours of
material they gathered. The
material will cover some of
the highlights of the project.

In the future the group
would like to continue to
function as Saagerties local
TV station and with other
interested citizens form an
organization which would
serve the town through
coverage of local news and
events. and the creation of

programming which would
be both entertaining and
educational. In other words,
they seek to bring TV to the
local level. They hope to
draw on the talents of the
people of Saugerties to
create a television which is
personal and human, active
and involving to the citizens
of Saugerties.

After this first cablecast
on Thursday, the group will
seeek to gather information
on the possibilities of doing
this on a regular basis.

In order for this project to
have taken place it was
necessary to borrow the
portable videotape
equipment from Beryl
Korot in Ruby, N.Y. The
project was funded. by
America the Beautiful Fund
of New York. and was
coordinated by Ms. Korot
and Natalie Daley, a social
studies teacher at
Saugerties High School.

The newly formed group,

Saugerties Area
Television, is investigating
ways in which they can
raise money for a portable
video unit to be used to
serve the people of the town
and village. Any people
interested in learning more
about the plans of the group
or in learning more about
the plans of the group or in
helping out can call Ray
Christianna at 246-8321 or
Paul Rodriguez or Sheri
Vadalma at 246-6178.

Your interest will be
welcomed.

The situation for community cable in Saugerties is as follows:

Vidi-Com cable system in Saugerties is owned by a man who
lives in Liberty, N.Y. In Liberty, through the local schools, he is
developing the system for local origination. For $10,000.00
the cable owner is proposing that the Saugerties schools
"buy” a head-end for which Vidi-Com will provide maintenance.
The schools, however, cannot afford the investment at this
time (though independently they have raised money to pur-
chase %" studio equipment which they use primarily for
taping programs off-air for playback in the classroom).

Aside from this offer to the schools no plans are being made
at present to provide Saugerties with the necessary equipment
for local origination, though the town will have 3500 sub-
cribers shortly. Recently, the FCC has gone on record to
accommodate cable stations in existence prior to the 1972
3500 ruling by granting them a moratorium on implementa-
tion of the ruling until 1977. (Saugerties presently has 12
channels used entirely for importation of distant signals with
considerable redundancy.)

At present, therefore, it is up to the students who worked on
the project and interested Saugerties citizens who have
gathered together as a result of this recent experiment (see
article printed above) to form an organization (which they
are doing) which goes on record as having the interest,
talent, desire to help a local origination project in the town
become a meaningful experience for the town. There is no legal
imperative hanging over the cable owners head to implement
local origination before 1977. It is a matter then of con-
vincing the cable owner that the inevitable investment, if
made at this time, would be beneficial because of the present
goodwill and ripe energies of this new organization to help
raise revenue from within the town in support of a local
station.

Furthermore, the students have permission to use the school's
equipment on a limited basis. They can make good use of that
loan in stimulating local support by creating programming of
interest to the community and playing it back through the
head-end on channel 3, one of the redundant channels
(both the local cable manager in Saugerties, and the Liberty
owner, who has just learned of the recent experiment, have
agreed to this).

Note: The State Cable Commission recently required Saugerties
Vidi-Com to file a routine renewal application with them out-
lining any present plans, or reporting on present service to date.
The Commission also called on citizens of the area the cable
system serves to file any comments, objections, etc., they
might have with Vidi-Com service. The Saugerties group
{which has not yet legally organized) filed a letter with the
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